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Fellowship Program Director from Dr. David R. Steinberg, 
MD this year. We are grateful for Dr. Steinberg’s decades 
of leadership, which helped establish Penn’s fellowship as 
one of the premier training programs in the country. One of 
the most significant enhancements to the program has been 
the expansion of independent fellow privileges, allowing 
fellows to manage a portion of their clinical workload 
autonomously while maintaining close collaboration with 
attending hand surgeons. This increased responsibility has 
strengthened their surgical decision-making and clinical 
management skills, ensuring a smoother transition into 
independent practice.

This year, Dr. Caroline McLaughlin and Dr. Julian 
Klosowiak have excelled in their fellowship training, gaining 
experience in both academic and clinical settings. Upon 
completing their training, Dr. McLaughlin will be joining 
the Hand and Limb Salvage Center at Cooper University 
Health Care in New Jersey, while Dr. Klosowiak will be 
heading to Slocum Orthopedics in Eugene Oregon with 
an affiliation with the University of Oregon. In recognition 
of our division’s continued expansion, we have applied 
for an increase from two to three hand surgical fellows, 
reflecting the growing clinical and academic demands of 
the program. After a highly competitive selection process, 

The Hand and Upper Extremity Service within the 
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery continues to expand 
its clinical offerings, enhance fellowship training, and 
drive innovative research. Over the past year, our division 
has remained at the forefront of patient care and surgical 
education while advancing groundbreaking work in 
hand and microsurgery. Our unwavering commitment to 
excellence ensures that we are preparing the next generation 
of hand surgeons while continuously improving treatment 
strategies for complex upper extremity conditions.

One of the most significant milestones this year was 
the successful completion of Penn’s fifth bilateral hand 
transplant, a testament to the expertise and dedication of 
our multidisciplinary team. Under the leadership of Dr. L. 
Scott Levin and Dr. Benjamin Chang, the team meticulously 
prepared for this complex procedure with multiple 
cadaveric simulations, surgical workflow planning, and 
collaborative coordination among multiple specialists. 
The patient is recovering well and progressing through 
postoperative therapy and transplant rehabilitation, 
marking another success in Penn hand transplantation.

The Hand, Upper Extremity, and Microsurgery 
Fellowship has undergone several exciting developments 
under the leadership of Dr. Ines Lin, MD, who took over as 
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Education Fund, established by Drs. Peter S.H. Chan 
and Karen Postick Chan. Thanks to this generosity, our 
fellows attended the Flap Dissection Course and the 
annual meetings of the American Society for Surgery of 
the Hand and the American Association of Hand Surgeons, 
ensuring exposure to the latest advancements in the 
field. Additionally, our weekly fellow-led hand surgery 
conference continues to thrive, covering a diverse range 
of topics, including complex case reviews, journal clubs, 
pediatric hand surgery, and radiology conferences.

As in previous years, we honored the memory of Dr. Leo 
Leung through the annual Leo Leung Memorial Visiting 
Professorship, which brings distinguished speakers to Penn 
Orthopedics. This year, we had the privilege of hosting 
Dr. Steven Moran, a leader in vascularized composite 
allotransplantation and microsurgery at the Mayo Clinic. 
Dr. Moran’s lecture focused on bone defect management, 
followed by a discussion with residents and fellows about 
his approach to complex fracture treatment.

Beyond the operating room, our division continues 
to expand with the development of a wide awake hand 
surgery room at Pennsylvania Hospital by Dr. Sobel. In 
addition, we continue to engage the broader medical 
community through social media, led by Mylinh Nguyen. 
Our Instagram account (@PennHandSurgery) serves 
as a platform for highlighting interesting cases, faculty 
achievements, research breakthroughs, and educational 
content. We encourage alumni and faculty to stay connected 
and contribute to our growing online presence.

None of these accomplishments would be possible 
without the dedication and expertise of our advanced 
practice providers, nurses, and administrative team, whose 
hard work ensures the seamless operation of our division. 
As we look ahead, we remain committed to pushing the 
boundaries of hand surgery, training the next generation 
of leaders, and continuing our tradition of excellence in 
patient care, research, and education. The future of Penn 
Hand Surgery has never been more promising.

we are thrilled to welcome our incoming 2026 fellows, 
Dr. Ahmed Alsayed, who is completing his plastic surgery 
residency at The Ohio State University College of Medicine, 
and Dr. Mikayla Borusiewicz, a plastic surgery resident at 
Penn State College of Medicine. Dr. Borusiewicz continues 
a strong tradition of Penn Hand Fellows training at Penn 
State, following in the footsteps of Drs. Shane Johnson, 
John Roberts, Brittany Behar, and Caroline McLaughlin.

Our division has also continued its international 
collaboration through the American Society for Surgery 
of the Hand International Traveling Fellow Program, 
welcoming distinguished international fellows. This past 
year, Dr. Kushal Shah from Gleneagles Global Hospital in 
Mumbai, India, and Dr. Sopiko Tsilosani from the American 
Hospital Tbilisi in Georgia observed surgical cases and 
clinical workflows at PPMC, PMUC, and CHOP. Their time at 
Penn provided an opportunity for meaningful discussions 
comparing surgical techniques, patient care strategies, and 
approaches to complex upper extremity reconstruction.

On the research front, our faculty continue to lead 
pioneering studies in nerve regeneration, tendon healing, 
and microsurgical reconstruction. Dr. Hannah Lee has made 
remarkable progress on her neural scaffold research, which 
is designed to enhance peripheral nerve regeneration. Her 
work, supported by a VA Career Development grant of over 
$2 million, has resulted in multiple presentations, a patent, 
and additional research funding. Meanwhile, our division 
is collaborating with industry partners on the development 
of innovative treatments for Dupuytren’s contracture, 
nerve repair, and tendon adhesion prevention. Our group 
has presented their research at national and international 
academic meetings throughout the year. These ongoing 
research efforts reinforce our commitment to advancing 
the field and improving patient outcomes.

Educational initiatives within the division remain 
strong, with fellows benefiting from exceptional training 
opportunities supported by the Chan Family Surgery 
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