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After having tremendous impact in Orthopaedics at 
Penn as well as nationally and even internationally, Dr. 
Kristy Weber has decided to move on to have impact in 
another field. She concluded 10 years of dedicated service 
to our department in September and moved to Boulder, CO, 
where she plans to pursue her passion for environmental 
activism. We miss her but could not be luckier to have such 
a remarkable leader working on behalf of our planet!

Kate Barrie, PAC, now leads the division in years of 
orthopaedic oncology experience at Penn. She began 
holding independent clinics in September, allowing even 
more patients to benefit from her excellent knowledge and 
care. Nicole Koffke, RN, joined the team in 2023, and it 
in the process of earning her Masters degree at Drexel 
University. Allyson Woodley is now in her second year as 
our Surgical Coordinator, and it’s hard to imaging the team 
without her or her crocheted creations. 

We also have three new team members! Kasey 
Saunders, Surgical Service Associate, is primarily focused 
on Dr Potter’s practice, but we all enjoy working with her 
whenever the opportunity presents itself. Most recently, 
Corey Elmer, PAC, joined us from the trauma division at 
Einstein. He is quickly learning to navigate the details 
of orthopaedic oncology as well as the dynamics of our 
predominately female team. Finally, Jess Plaza, PAC, is 
currently in her first months as the inpatient APP at HUP. 
In this new role, she will further enhance the coordinated 
care of our patients as they move between the inpatient 
and outpatient settings. 

Our team continues to advance the field through various 
efforts. Dr. Potter, along with Dr.’s Cipriano, Jean-Claude 
D’Alleyrand (Orthopaedic trauma), Dr. Levin and Stephen 
Kovach (Plastic Surgery), is in the process of establishing 
an osseointegration and limb bionics program at Penn.   
This exciting and cutting-edge development should 
augment the portfolio of excellence in complex limb 

This year has been marked by change and growth for the 
Division of Orthopaedic Oncology at Penn. Highlights include 
the addition of new team members, the 11th Annual Steps 
to Cure Sarcoma Walk/Run, the 2nd Annual Penn Resident 
Tumor Review Course, and, as always, the opportunity to 
deliver quality, multidisciplinary care to our patients. 

We are delighted to welcome Dr. Benjamin “Kyle” Potter, 
not only as our Department Chair, but also as a member 
of our division. Dr. Potter was recruited from Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center after nearly 23 years of 
active Army service. He is a previous Chair of Surgery 
at the Uniformed Service University and surgeon-in-
chief for Walter Reed, where he also served as the senior 
musculoskeletal oncologist for nearly 16 years and as a 
consultant for the nearby National Cancer Institute. He 
specializes in musculoskeletal oncology as well as trauma, 
and he is a global leader in the development of innovative 
amputee care. In spite of his many administrative and 
academic endeavors, he remains very clinically active and 
is already building a busy practice at Penn. He sees patient 
in the office at PCAM, PMUC, and PAH, and he operates at 
both HUP and PPMC.

Dr. Cara Cipriano remains Chief of the Orthopaedic 
Oncology division and now also serves as Vice Chair for 
Education. In addition to musculoskeletal oncology, her 
practice includes primary and revision joint replacement. 
She has clinics at PCAM, Radnor, and Pennsylvania 
Hospital, and performs most of her surgeries at HUP. She 
co-leads the Sarcoma Disease Team at PAH, and the group 
is planning a multidisciplinary retreat that will allows us 
to reflect and strategize about how we deliver care across 
the health system. Dr Cipriano is also course chair of the 
Penn Orthopaedic Oncology Review, oversees the Resident 
Medical Education Track, and supports department 
initiatives promoting education for medical students 
through faculty. 
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sarcoma research. Sincere thanks to our patient/family 
advocates who organize the event, and to all those who 
attended!

We also held our 2nd Annual Penn Orthopaedic Oncology 
Review (https://www.med.upenn.edu/msktumor2025/), 
this time taught by Dr Cipriano, Dr Arkader (CHOP), Dr 
Potter, and Dr Cooper (Pathology). The day-long course 
was funded by a generous gift, allowing residents from 
Penn and several other regional institutions to learn about 
the diagnosis and management of musculoskeletal tumors. 
The course has recevied excellent reviews, and we hope 
next year will be even better.

reconstruction currently offered consisting of the Sarcoma, 
Orthoplastic Limb Reconstruction, Extremity Transplant 
and Peripheral nerve programs.  In clinical research, we 
are currently investigating the factors that contribute to 
decisions patients make regarding surgery, and how they 
feel about them postoperatively. Understanding these 
various aspects of will help us to take the best possible 
care of our patients. 

This year marked the 11th Annual Steps to Cure Sarcoma 
walk/run 2024 (www.stepstocuresarcoma.com) on May 18, 
2025. As always, this was a special opportunity to connect 
with our community as well as raise funds benefitting 
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