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The Penn Orthoplastic Limb Salvage Center (POLSC)
was established in 2017 using proceeds from the Penn
Presybterian Medical Center’s Gala recognizing L. Scott
Levin’s contributions to extremity reconstruction and
vascularized composite allotransplantation. The POLSC is
a formally named center that is “housed” in the Department
of Orthopedic Surgery at Penn Medicine.

The strength of Penn Medicine across all missions is a
spirit of “collaboration” that is evident in the teamwork
and integrated patient care that defines the center. Initial
faculty members included Stephen Kovach, Samir Mehta,
and Derek Donegan. Over the past eight years, additional
faculty members contribute expertise to the center.
These include Jean Claude D’Alleyrand , Benjamin Kyle
Potter, Ines Lin, and Jason Wink. Close collaboration with
neurosurgeons Zarina Ali and Eric Zager broadens our
capabilities, particularly in the setting in nerve pathology.
Colleagues in vascular surgery and interventional radiology
also provide critical expertise. Tim Clark, Ancer Vance,
Shang Loh, Julia Glaser, and Nate Belkin routinely optimize
extremity vascularity which is critical for microsurgical
reconstruction and limb salvage.

In 2020, the Orthoplastic Limb Salvage Fellowship
was started based on international interest in our multi-
disciplinary approach to extremity salvage. The Orthoplastic
Fellowship has had representation from all over the world
including Israel, Canada, USA, and Switzerland.

The discipline of Orthoplastic Surgery even has its
own journal - Orthoplastic Surgery — that was originally
published by Elsevier , but is now published by Wolters
Kluwer. It is recognized by SCOPUS and will hopefully be
referenced in PUBMED over the next year.

Key advances in the POLSC this past year include:
Penn’s 5™ bilateral arm transplant was performed
in a patient from Zurich, Switzerland. This is the third
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international patient to undergo arm transplantation at
Penn and the first Swiss quadri-membranal amputee
to have received any form of vascularized composite
allotransplantation. The operation took place in November
2024 and the patient has constantly improved sensory and
motor function. He has had a transformational recovery
and is now able to perform many activities by himself that
were impossible despite using his prosthetics.

Stephen Kovach has made two trips to Ukraine to
operate on Ukrainian soldiers and civilians injured during
the war with Russia.

Benjamin Kyle Potter joined Penn Medicine in June of
2024 as the new Chairman of Orthopaedic Surgery. Penn
has added word class expertise and leadership in advanced
amputee care and Orthopedic Oncology. The evolving
Osseointegration Program is being led by Dr. Potter and
expands our armamentarium to optimize limb function in
select patients.

The Penn Orthoplastic Program received a
transformational gift from the Hans Jorg Wyss Foundation
in 2025. The $4.9 million gift will provide support for the
next 5 years for the following Orthoplastic initiatives:

1. Orthoplastic Fellows: Funding fellowship positions
including salary, benefits, conference travel, and a
research stipend to encourage innovation during
their training year at Penn.

2. Global Orthoplastic Conference: Opportunity
for global colleagues to come together on Penn’s
campus to learn from leaders in Orthoplastics

3. Penn Flap Course: Training cadaver fees, Human
Tissue Lab (HTL) costs, travel and lodging for
keynote speakers, space rentals, reception, faculty
and administrative support

4. Human Tissue Lab Training & Educational Session:
Annual visiting professor travel and lodging,
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funding for yearly costs associated with the Penn
Human Tissue Lab

. Research: Associated costs including animal
models, data analytics, supplies, publication fees; in
addition to seed grant funding of up to four projects
per year focused in Orthoplastics, tissue salvage,
reconstruction, etc.

. Emerging Opportunities: Provides resources for
unexpected costs and opportunities including new
educational conferences, research priorities, etc. at
the discretion of the Director of the Center

The impact of our center is being recognized
internationally. In addition to the outreach efforts of Dr.

Kovach in Ukraine, Dr. Levin and Potter travelled to Israel

in September 2024, to provide surgical expertise and

consultative support for war injured soldiers and civilians.

Dr. Mehta recently returned from the Dominican Republic
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where advanced fracture care was provided to underserved
citizens of that country. Dr. Mehta annually performs
service trips in developing nations, taking with him two
chief residents. The objective is not only to provide trauma
and fracture care to those in need, but also to provide our
residents at Penn with a clinical experience that is unique
and will hopefully lead to their choosing to incorporate
service work into their future careers.

We continue to treat complex patients from Ukraine and
Israel at Penn Medicine, and continue surgical care and
consultation for the war injured soldiers through organized
efforts of our Health System and our faculty.

The motto of Penn’s 2023 strategic plan is Serving a
Changing World. The Penn Orthoplastic Limb Salvage
center continues to serve medicine and society by
making advances and discoveries in limb salvage and
reconstruction.
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