Stepping into the role of Chair
of Orthopaedic Surgery at Penn
Medicine is one of the greatest
privileges of my career. After
more than two decades in military
and academic medicine, I do not
take lightly the responsibility of
leading a department with such a
rich history, extraordinary talent,
and national impact. It is an honor
to join a community of clinicians,
scientists, educators, and staff
who are deeply committed to excellence and who have
shaped the field of orthopaedics in meaningful and lasting
ways. I am humbled by the trust placed in me, and I am
energized by the opportunity to serve this department and
contribute to its continued growth and success.

My path to this role has been shaped by service and
a commitment to improving the lives of patients with
complex musculoskeletal conditions. I began my journey
at the United States Military Academy at West Point,
where I learned the values of leadership, integrity, and
accountability. I earned my medical degree at the University
of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, completed my
residency at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center,
and pursued fellowship training in Orthopaedic Oncology
at the University of Miami. Over more than 22 years of
active-duty service in the U.S. Army, I had the privilege of
caring for injured service members, leading surgical teams
in deployed environments, and contributing to innovations
in limb salvage, amputation optimization and limb bionics,
and trauma reconstructions, in addition to caring for
cancer patients at Walter Reed and the National Institutes
of Health.

My academic work has included serving as the Norman
M. Rich Professor and Chair of the Department of Surgery
at the Uniformed Services University — Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center, the Director for Surgery (surgeon-
in-chief) for Walter Reed, cofounding the Surgical Critical
Care Initiative (SC2i) and the Department of Defense Limb
Optimization and Osseointegration Program (LOOP),
and serving as site Principal Investigator for the Major
Extremity Trauma Research Consortium (METRC). These
experiences have reinforced my belief that multidisciplinary
collaboration, scientific rigor, and compassionate care are
essential to advancing our field.

To now bring that experience to Penn Medicine—
an institution known for its leadership, innovation, and
commitment to patient-centered care—is both humbling
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and inspiring. I am honored to serve this department
and look forward to working together to build on its
remarkable legacy.

As I begin this new chapter, I want to share the spirit that
will guide my leadership. I believe deeply in excellence,
collaboration, and meaningful impact, as well as personal
and professional accountability. Penn Orthopaedics is
already a national leader, and together we will continue to
strengthen our clinical care, expand our research footprint,
and support the growth and wellbeing of our trainees and
faculty. My goal is to create an environment where every
member of our department feels valued, supported, and
empowered to do their best work—and to have that “best
work” be truly excellent.

The Department of Orthopaedic Surgery entered 2025
with strong momentum across our tripartite clinical,
research, and educationalmissions. Despite transitions in
faculty and continued pressures across the healthcare,
academic medicine and even political spectrums, our
department demonstrated resilience, growth, and a shared
commitment to excellence.

Clinical activity remained robust throughout FY25.
Total visits increased by 1% and new patient visits by 2%,
even with the departure of several faculty members. Of
note, Dr. Kristy Weber retired from clinical practice to
pursue other endeavors last September. We continued to
expand our ambulatory surgery footprint, shifting lower-
acuity procedures to ASCs and preparing for total joint
arthroplasty at PMUC and Tuttleman in FY26. The addition
of a second hand surgeon at Radnor resulted in a 34%
increase in hand surgical volume. We strengthened our
faculty with the recruitment of our current fellow Matthew
Astolfi, MD, who is set to join the Shoulder and Elbow
Division in the fall of 2025 and will strengthen both our
breadth of expertise and our patient access as we expand
our Department footprint to formally include Chester
County Hospital within the Penn Medicine system. Strategic
collaborations—including a new nonoperative spine
physiatrist at PMUC and the transition of two nonoperative
Sports faculty to Orthopaedics—further enhanced access
and continuity of care across the musculoskeletal service
line.

Our research enterprise continued to set the national
standard. The Penn Center for Musculoskeletal Disorders
remains the longest-running musculoskeletal NIH P30 in
the country, and our T32 training grant entered its 48th
year. The launch of the CReATE Motion Center at the
Philadelphia VAMC added new capacity for translational
research. For the 19th consecutive year, the department
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ranked in the top five nationally for NIH funding—and
ranked #1 this year with more than $13.5M in support.
Dr. Lou Soslowsky again ranked #1 among individual
PIs, continuing a 16-year streak in the top five. For those
keeping score at home, that’s as many years as those
rankings have existed.

The residency program advanced significantly in 2025
under the leadership of new Program Director Andrew
Sobel, MD, and Associate Program Director Stephen
Liu, MD. A redesigned didactic curriculum strengthened
M&M structure, and expanded faculty development series
enhanced the educational environment. Increased APP and
administrative support improved duty hour compliance and
allowed residents to focus more fully on clinical learning
and scholarly activity. A strong intern class match this
March will only further strengthen the program moving
forward.

Quality and safety remained central priorities. With the
recruitment of Rachel Coughlin as Director of Quality &
Safety, the department established new QI priorities and
launched initiatives addressing steroid injection workflows,
foot wound care, and ED consult processes. Enhanced OR
planning and screening protocols reduced cancellations
and improved patient readiness. A new quality curriculum
was integrated into the intern skills program, reinforcing a
culture of safety from day one of training.

In 2024, the department formalized and transitioned
Vice Chair roles in Clinical Operations, Education, Faculty
Affairs, Research, and Quality & Safety—strengthening
leadership structure and aligning departmental strategy
with Penn Medicine’s broader goals. These leaders played
a pivotal role in advancing operational efficiency, faculty
development, and programmatic growth throughout 2025
and beyond.

Vice Chair of Clinical Operations: Neil Sheth, MD
Vice Chair of Education: Cara Cipriano, MD

Vice Chair of Faculty Affairs: David Steinberg, MD
Vice Chair of Research: Lou Soslowsky, PhD

Vice Chair of Quality & Safety: Casey Humbyrd, MD

The future is bright for Penn Orthopaedics, and I am
excited to be a part of this amazing Department and team.
In closing, I would like to extend both my personal and
our collective deepest appreciation to Dr. Scott Levin
for his extraordinary leadership, vision, and enduring
contributions to the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery.
Dr. Levin served as Chair from 2009 to 2024, a period
marked by transformative growth in clinical care, research,
education, and multidisciplinary collaboration. Under his
leadership, Penn Orthopaedics strengthened its national

reputation, expanded its subspecialty programs—doubling
the size of the clinical faculty, and built a culture of
innovation that continues to shape our department today.

Dr. Levin is internationally recognized for his expertise
in hand and upper extremity surgery, reconstructive
microsurgery, limb salvage, and especially orthoplastic
surgery—afieldhehelpeddefineandadvance.His pioneering
work in vascularized composite allotransplantation
(VCA) has positioned Penn as a global leader. He directed
the teams that performed five adult bilateral hand and
arm transplants, including the most recent in 2024,
and in 2015 led the team at CHOP that performed the
world’s first bilateral hand transplant in a child. These
landmark achievements have had a profound impact on
the fields of transplantation, microsurgery, and functional
restoration.Beyond his clinical accomplishments, Dr.
Levin has been a dedicated mentor to countless residents,
fellows, and junior faculty. His commitment to education,
professional development, and surgical excellence has
shaped generations of orthopaedic and plastic surgeons.
Many of our current leaders and faculty members trained
under his guidance, and his influence continues to be felt
throughout the department.

Furthermore, Dr. Levin helped establish the
interdisciplinary Penn Spine Center, Penn Nerve Center,
and of course the Penn Orthoplastic Limb Salvage
Center, the latter including an orthoplastic fellowship.
He established the Department’s Human Tissue Lab to
enhance education, training, and case preparation and
strengthened and supported basic and translational
research excellence within the McKay lab. Scott also led
the way in generating $56 million in philanthropic support
for the Department during his tenure as chair, and I am
pleased that he will continue to assist both myself and the
Department development team in his new role.

Dr. Levin currently serves as Vice President and
Associate Dean of Resource Development for Penn
Medicine, Chair Emeritus of Orthopaedic Surgery,
CoDirector of the Penn Nerve Center, and Paul B.
Magnuson Professor of Bone and Joint Surgery. We are
fortunate that he remains actively engaged in clinical care,
research, education and mentorship.

Scott’s legacy is one of innovation, collaboration, and
unwavering dedication to patients and trainees. The
department stands on a stronger foundation because of his
leadership, and we are grateful for his continued presence
and partnership as we move forward.

Sincerely,
Benjamin “Kyle” Potter, MD, FACS

VOLUME 35, JUNE 2025



	Untitled

