It is our great honor
and privilege to dedicate
the 35th edition of the
University of Pennsylvania
Orthopaedic Journal to
Richard S Davidson MD.
Rich has been a
cornerstone of both of our
Penn Ortho and CHOP
communities since joining
the faculty in 1982. In
his over 40 years at both
CHOP and the University
of Pennsylvania he has
distinguished himself as a
researcher, innovator, teacher, and clinician.

Rich is a native New Yorker, born and raised on the
Upper West Side of Manhattan. He comes from a long line
of physicians - he is a fourth-generation physician on his
mother’s side and a second-generation physician on his
father’s side. His father was a cardiologist and practiced
until he was 74 while his mother was a pediatrician and
family practitioner who practiced until age 93. He attended
Horace Mann for high school and remained in New York
City for college and medical school. He graduated from
Columbia University and attended New York University
School of Medicine, graduating with an MD degree in 1976.
He remained in New York for internship and residency.
He was an intern and resident in general surgery for two
years at Bellevue hospital and then trained as a resident
in orthopedic surgery at the Hospital for Special Surgery.
In 1981 he left New York for Toronto where he was a
fellow in pediatric orthopedics at the Hospital for Sick
Children. While at Sick Kids Rich worked as a fellow under
the mentorship of Norris Carroll. Dr. Carroll’s interest and
expertise in pediatric lower extremity and spina bifida was
clearly a deep influence on Rich as he has dedicated his
career to those fields.

In 1982 he joined the faculty at the University of
Pennsylvania and started work at the Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia. At that time, the current hospital had just
opened, and the orthopedic offices were located in the
main hospital building. Early in his career Rich enjoyed all
aspects of pediatric orthopedic surgery—he reports having
successfully performed a posterior spinal fusion in his
early days at CHOP! He then began to specialize in lower
extremity and neurological conditions including femoral
dysplasia as well as other congenital differences, slipped
capital femoral epiphysis, trauma and spina bifida. In 1989
he joined the staff at the Philadelphia Shriners Hospital for
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Children on a part-time basis where he provided expertise
in the care of children with lower extremity conditions. He
continues with that work to this day.

Rich advanced through the academic rankings to
become a professor in the Department of Orthopedic
Surgery and has also occupied several leadership positions
within orthopedics, including the 2000-2001 presidency of
the Limb Lengthening and Reconstruction Society.

Rich’s experience, knowledge, and creativity are some of
the characteristics that come to mind when thinking of his
contributions to orthopedics. He developed and patented a
multi axial external fixator for correction of deformity (aka
“The MAC” or simply “The Device”) that was remarkable
for its ease of use and was years ahead of its time. He has
developed other clever and useful surgical techniques that
have improved the care of countless patients.

Even after more than 40 years of practice Rich’s
enthusiasm for teaching orthopedics is unmatched. He
loves working with residents and fellows and takes pride
in teaching them pediatric orthopedics. He is famous for
teaching clubfoot and lower extremity casting techniques
and Friday casting rounds are a highlight of the orthopedic
work week at CHOP. Within the operating room “Pink
Fridays” are a beloved tradition. His surgical playlist on
Fridays features the pop artistry of Alecia Moore, the
Doylestown PA- born singer-songwriter better known as
Pink.

Many of his operative techniques and sayings are
legendary and have been passed down to generations
of residents and fellows. For example, Rich can perform
virtually any surgery with just a mosquito clamp, so these
are now known throughout the CHOP operating room
suite as “Davidsons.” When instructing a trainee in the use
of an osteotome to resect bone he encourages the trainee
by quoting the Muppet Fozzie Bear’s catch phrase “Wacka
Wacka!”! He also has an inexhaustible trove of fascinating
stories that he shares during his time in the OR.

Outside of the hospital Rich is a renaissance man. He is
a world traveler (and has been one since he was a child),
gourmet chef and wine connoisseur. He is an incredible
resource for travel, food and wine advice. He is also an
extraordinarily skilled photographer, and a tradition has
been for him to present each graduating CHOP fellow with
a framed print of one of his photographs.

Most importantly, Rich is a great friend and devoted to
his family. He can tell you the precise number of days from
both his first date and wedding to his wife, Niza and is a
proud and loving father (and father-in-law) to his three
children (and their spouses) and grandfather to his three
grandchildren.
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In his 43 years at the University of Pennsylvania and  as a skilled and caring surgeon to thousands of patients. We
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Rich has been a  are proud to honor Rich with this dedication in recognition
mentor, teacher, colleague and friend to countless medical  of his skills, friendship and the impact he has on all of us.
students, residents, fellows, and practice partners, as well
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